
 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON FINISHING PROCESSES 
Pre-First Draft Meeting Minutes 

March 24-25, 2015 
8 Am-5 PM EDT 

Hilton Carillon Park 
Saint Petersburg, Florida 

 
I. ATTENDANCE 
 

Thomas Euson, 3S Incorporated, Chair 
Geoffrey Raifsnider, Global Finishing Solutions, Secretary 
Shane Adams, Rancho Cucamonga Fire Protection District 
William Anderson, Approved Fire Protection Company, Inc. (Rep Natl Assoc. of Fire Equipment) 
Mark Bowman, XL Global Asset Protection Services 
Dean Doherty, General Motors (Rep Industrial Fire Protection Section) 
Luc Durand, Saskatoon Fire Department* 
Robert Feldkamp, Nordson Corporation 
Tom Flannery, Azko Nobel** 
Paul Gentry, Zurich Services Corporation 
Thomas George, Tokio Marine Management, Inc.  
James Gustin, Travelers Insurance Company 
Richard Hild, DuPont/Axalta Coating Systems** 
Bryant Jeffrey, DuPont/Axalta Coating Systems 
Anton Jensen, Liberty Mutual 
Steven Jensen, 3M Company 
Guy Jones, Amerex Corporation 
John Jurasic, Spray Tech Enclosures ** 
Martin Korecky, Rohm and Haas Company 
John LeBlanc, FM Global** 
John McKnight, National Marine Manufacturers Association (Rep. Society of the Plastics Industry) 
Lowell Miles, Miles Fiberglass & Composites (Rep. American Composites Manufacturers Association) 
Mark Roeber, Infinity Precisions Systems** 
James Sute, General Motors (Rep NFPA Industrial Protection Section)** 
Barry Thomas, BECCA Incorporated 
Mike Thies, GEMA USA Inc ** 
 
Nancy Pearce, NFPA Staff Liaison 
 
GUESTS:  

Jared Moseley, Toyota Paint 
Jim Pakkala - Durr Systems 
Jim Parks - Lauderdale Marine 
Ryan Watt - Duroair Systems* 

 
 
* Via conference call 
** Alternates 

 
 
 



II. Minutes 
 
1. The meeting was called to order by Tom Euson, Chair, at 8 Am on Tuesday March 23, 2015. Tom 
 explained that the purpose of the meeting was to determine what the Committee wanted to move 
 forward with during the next revision cycle and to form task groups and assign work as needed so 
 the Committee would be ready for the first draft meeting scheduled approximately a year away.   
 
 
2. Committee members introduced themselves and their affiliation.   Tom told the committee that two 

members had resigned/retired from the Committee, Steve Gunsel and Randall Nance.  Two new 
committee members, Anton Jensen and Mark Roeber, were welcomed.   

 
3. Minutes of the Second Draft Meeting for the 2016 edition were approved as written. 

 
 
4. Nancy provided the status of NFPA 33-2016 edition and answered questions about the next revision 

cycle for NFPA 33 and NFPA 34.  A NITMAM was received on the document and which means that the 
amending motion will be heard at NFPA’s technical meeting held in Chicago in June 2015.   There 
were 5 motions submitted to accept public comments as written. Four involve the location of the 
definitions of limited combustible and non-combustible materials in the document and one motion is 
related to the definition of limited finishing workstation.  NFPA members present at NFPA’s the 
technical meeting will hear discussion on both sides of the issue and will decide if the amending 
motions will be accepted or rejected.  If the motions are rejected then the document remains as 
written at second draft.  If one or more motions pass, then the committee will be re-balloted on 
those motions that pass to determine if the Committee now wants to accept the changes created by 
the motion or not.   If the ballot passes then the changes will be made as proposed by the submitter.  
If the ballot fails, then that section of the document that was part of the motion reverts to previous 
edition text. Regardless of the outcome of the technical meeting, the 2015 edition of NFPA 33 will be 
released by August 20, 2015.  Tom will be representing the committee position at the meeting.  He 
explained that there would be an opportunity for any other committee members who are attending 
the meeting to also address the membership if they wished to speak on the motion.   It was noted 
that if this amending motion passes and if the committee votes to accept this change, then NFPA 34 
and NFPA 33 would no longer have correlated text, something the committee has been working 
towards achieving.  It was also noted that the definition of limited finishing workstation must include 
a reference to Chapter 14 or it would not be an accurate definition.  Tom asked committee members 
to let him know if they were planning to attend the annual meeting.    

 
NFPA 34 was released in November 2014 as a consent document. There were questions about 
whether or not the two documents would still be revised in the same cycle and whether or not the 
public input dates would change since NFPA 33 would only be released for several months prior to 
the closing date for public input.   Nancy explained that unless the Committee decided otherwise, the 
two documents would still be in the same 3 year revision cycle.   
 

5.         Task Group Reports. 
 

a) Sprinkler Systems for Duct and Stack Protection-Tom George provided an update on the task 
group work and explained that there continues to be questions about how to establish sprinkler 
requirements in ducts.  He explained that it is not always clear what belongs in NFPA 13 and 
what requirements belong in NFPA 33 and 34.   He also noted the confusion users have about 
sprinkler requirements for powder coating ducts and how explosion protection affects the 
requirement for sprinklers.  A new task group to address this particular issue was formed as a 
result.   The task group will continue working on a draft and will then ask Nancy to contact NFPA 
13 staff to ask for volunteers to work with the task group to develop recommendations to be 
submitted as public input. 
 

b) NEC Updates-Geoff Raifsnider indicated that Article 516 changes had been submitted to the 
NFPA 70 (NEC) and that NFPA 70 would be open for public comment from 7/7/15-9/25/15.   If 
anyone wishes to review the changes submitted or make comments, they should sign up for 
email alerts at www.nfpa.org/70 so they are notified when the document is open for comment. 
 
 



c) Clarification of Terms Continuous Spraying and Spray Booth/Room-Geoff Raifsnider has done 
some preliminary work on developing definitions for these terms that better clarify what the 
terms mean.   Several additional committee members volunteered to assist with the task.  Geoff 
will submit public input for consideration at the First Draft meeting.    

 
d) Chapter 8 Task Group-John LeBlanc will continue to work on revising Chapter 8 to better clarify 

requirements and to better correlate with requirements in NFPA 30. The task group will also look 
at how these requirements align with those in NFPA 34.   John or another task group member 
will submit public input for consideration at the first draft meeting. 
 

e) Recirculation/Filtration Task Group-Geoff Raifsnider will be leading a task group to look at issues  
such as what to do with recirculation ducts in a fire alarm situation (how can you prevent 
recirculation of smoke but still insure fresh air) and heat in recirculation ducts.   Additional 
committee members volunteered to assist Geoff with this task group and a task group member 
will submit public input by January.   

 
 

f) Chapter 18 Task Group-John McKnight provided a draft revision of Chapter 18 on the first day 
of the meeting.  The committee reviewed the draft and had comments related to the assignment 
of duties for the competent person.  The task group met again after the meeting and provided a 
revised draft on the second day of the meeting.  The task group may make additional minor 
changes and will then submit the final recommended changes as public inputs. The task group 
chair also asked Nancy to contact individuals on NFPA 409 or in the aircraft spraying industry to 
see if they would like to join the task group to ensure that the requirements are generic enough 
to apply to that industry.    

  
 
6.   Other Possible Issues to be addressed during Next Revision. The following issues were discussed and   

assignments were made or task groups were formed for issues the committee felt needed to be 
addressed during the next revision cycle.  

 
a. Review of FIs and Ballot Comments-All FIs were reviewed and the committee voted to 

withdraw all FIs since the document currently provides clear guidance on all the questions 
asked in these FIs.  Ballot Comments were reviewed and all action to be taken assigned to a 
task group or to an individual for follow up. One ballot comment related to an error made in 
Annex C.2.1.  The committee expressed a desire to fix this error with a TIA.   Bob Feldkamp 
and Marty Korecky will work with Nancy to submit a TIA in time for it to be published 
concurrently with the 2015 edition of NFPA 33.  

b. Other Recirculation Issues-To be addressed by the Recirculation Task Group 
c. Reference language to Figures 6.4 (c) and (d)  in NFPA 34 Steve Jensen & Mark Roeber to 

review and submit public input for revised language to accompany the Figure. 
d. Review of 9.5 in NFPA 33 and 9.9 in NFPA 34 –no action needed. 
e. Removal of additional exceptions in document-(Shane Adams to review 33 and Mark Roeber 

to review 34) 
f. Clarification of how 11.3.4 applies to robot sleeves 
g. Clarification of 6.5.5 application to open containers (Geoff to submit public input) 
h. Redo of 6.6.2 in NFPA 34 for consistency (Geoff to work with Nancy to revise) 
i. Protection requirements for No Spray areas in the booth 
j. Diagrams in 33 Chapter 6-(Geoff to work with Nancy to revise) 
k. Change MEC C.2.1 to 30 g/m3-A TIA will be developed by Bob and Marty to correct this error 

made during 2016 cycle.   
l. Air exhaust from mixing rooms- Chapter 8 task group to address 
m. 9.8.2(1) application-Dean Doherty to do a flow chart 
n. Smoke detection-Recirculation task group to review 
o. Discussion on listed Electrostatic applicators-Don Scarbrough asked the Committee to look at 

this issue but was not present at the meeting.   The Committee requests that Don submit 
public input with substantiation for the first draft meeting if he should wish to proceed with 
recommending changes.  

p. Questions from Jeff Bennett-The Committee reviewed questions submitted by Jeff Bennett to 
determine if additional clarification was needed in the standard.  Tom will bring responses 
back to Jeff.   



 
q. Discussion about powder fire frequency-Tom asked the Committee if they had the sense that 

there had been an increase in powder fire frequency and asked if further work may be 
needed to look at powder coating.   Most felt that this was not the case and that the 
standard adequately addresses powder coating, especially after the changes made during the  
2016 edition revision.     

 
 
7. New Business. 
 

a) Submitting input on Membrane Enclosures for Airplane Hangars NFPA 409-Nancy indicated that 
she had received several calls over the past year asking about the use of membrane enclosures 
in aircraft hangars.    The committee felt that public input to NFPA 409 should be done by one of 
the NFPA 409 committee members or a member of the aircraft industry.  (See also task group 
membrane enclosures (Item 5(e))  
 

b) Data initiative NFPA.   Amanda Kimball from the Research Foundation called in to the meeting 
and provided a PowerPoint presentation about the types of research resources available to 
technical committees.   The Committee explained that they are considering applying for two 
grants as summarized in item 9 below.   

 
c) Geoff Raifsnider asked the Committee about the possibility of addressing thermal spraying in 

NFPA 33.  The Committee discussed the issue and decided that they would not to address the 
issue since thermal spraying has an inherent source of heat and flame which is contrary to all 
the standard protections provided in NFPA 33 and 34.   

 
d) Ryan Watt, guest from Duroair, addressed the committee and proposed that several changes be 

made to the limited finishing workstations chapter. The committee agreed to form a task group 
to review this section. 

 
e) Jim Sute spoke about sparking issues with bell washers using acetone as a cleaner and the fact 

that it is not considered a VOC.  Jim offered to look at the issue of gun cleaners in Chapter 10 
and submit Public input if necessary.   

 
f) Tom George agreed to submit public input to NFPA 33 4.3 to further clarify the definition of 

basements. 
 
g) Dean Doherty and Geoff Raifsnider agreed to develop a flow chart or public input to clarify the 

layered requirements for fire protection in NFPA 33.  
 
 

h) John LeBlanc indicated that he had a concern about propane tanks and the spray application of 
Adhesives.  The propane aerosolizes the adhesive and helps dissolve it.   Currently the process is 
not covered by NFPA codes or standards. NFPA 30 does not cover it since it is a gas and not a 
liquid, NFPA 30B does not cover it since it is not an aerosol as defined, NFPA 54 said it is not 
covered since it has a liquid component, therefore he was asking about coverage in NFPA 33.   
The Committee discussed the process and felt that the aerosolization of the adhesive with a gas 
would be outside the current scope of NFPA 33.   John indicated that he was meeting with 
industry, the 30B committee and Bob Benedetti, NFPA staff to further discuss the issue and 
would report back to the Committee if further discussion was needed.   

 
i) Nancy indicated that Chapter 6 of NFPA 33 and Chapter 5 of NFPA 34 still had exceptions that 

had not been removed during the 2016 revision.    Shane Adams volunteered to submit public 
input revising the wording in 33 and Mark Roeber volunteered to submit public input to revise 
the wording in NFPA 34 prior to the public input closing date.    

 
 
8.  Formation of Additional Task Groups and Action Items.  Additional task groups to deal with the issue 

of protection of powder coating booths (sprinklers versus explosion protection) (TG Chair Marty 
Korecky), to look at whether or not limited finishing workstation requirements can apply to industries 
other than automotive (TG Chair John Jurasic), to look at electrical and sprinkler requirements in 



flash off and drying areas (TG Chair Shane Adams) and to look at the capacity of a flame detector to 
detect a fire below a grate in a spray booth (TG Chair Tom Euson) have been formed.  
 
A list of all previously formed task groups with volunteers and a list of action items are attached to 
the minutes.  Any committee member who is not listed but who wishes to join one of the task groups 
should contact Nancy.      

 
 
9.        Several research foundation project proposals will be submitted.  One on sprinkler requirements in 

ducts (how much water and how to space the sprinklers in the ducts) and another on the  
application of classified areas to combustible liquids heated above their flashpoints.   John  
LeBlanc volunteered to draft the proposals and circulate them to the committee for review before 
submitting them to the NFPA Research Foundation Code fund for consideration. The grant proposals 
are due by the end of November.    

 
10.      Given the number of new committee members who have joined the committee over the past year, 
          Tom indicated that he would like to show several video/movies of spray booth fires etc. at the next 
          meeting.  He asked if members will see what they have available and asked if we can make these 
          available at the first draft meeting.  Nancy will make sure to have the appropriate audiovisual 
          equipment available for the meeting.      
   
9 The Fall 2017 revision cycle has not yet been approved or published by Standards Administration.  

However Fall 2017 documents will likely open for public input in late Fall 2015 up till approximately 
the first week of January.    The First Draft Meetings will then most likely be held prior to mid-June of 
2016.  The Committee indicated that they would like to hold the meeting the week of February 22, 
2016 in Florida at or on a beach hotel.    The committee requested a location such as Fort Myers, 
Sarasota or Sanibel Florida.   Marty Korecky volunteered to do some checking on possible hotels that 
may be available and within NFPA’s maximum hotel rate.   Nancy will work with Marty and NFPA 
meetings staff to set up a meeting for that week as soon as possible.  Nancy will send out a save the 
date for that week to all committee members.    

 
10. The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 on May 25, 2015.    
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
NEWTaskGroups 
Pre-Cycle Assignments 
 
 



 
Task Group  TG Chair Members  

 
Non Committee 
Volunteers 

Sprinkler Systems for 
Protection of Ducts and 
Stacks (9.4.6) 
 
Goal-Determine flow 
and head requirements 
for ducts.  
 

Tom George John LeBlanc 
Bill Anderson 
Mark Bowman 
Richard Hild 
Mark C. Rascio 
Paul Gentry 
Jim Taylor 
Tony Jenson 
Jim Sute 
Jim Pakkala 
Bob Feldkamp 

 

Correlating TG CMP 14 
(Article 516) 
 

Don Ankele Geoff Raifsnider ?Completed 

Clarification of term 
Continuous Spraying 
and Definition of Spray 
Booths and Spray 
Rooms 

Geoff Raifsnider Bryant Jeffrey 
Tom George 
Bob Feldkamp 
Don Scarbrough 
 
 

 

 
Chapter 8 Review and 
Revision to clear up 
confusion and potential 
conflicts. Look at 8.2 
and 8.3 MAQs for 
Flammable/combustible 
liquids.  Quantities are 
different for mixing 
rooms etc.     

 

 
 

 
John LeBlanc 

 
Geoff Raifsnider 
Steve Jensen 
Jim Gustin 
John LeBlanc  
Rich Hild 

John Jurasic 

Recirculation Task 
Group  
(B to B)  
Recirculation from Non-
Spray Areas of Booth. 
MERV Rating of Filters-
Review of Filter 
requirements 
throughout the 
document to 
incorporate MERV 
ratings 
 

Geoff Raifsnider Jim Sute 
Ed Jones 
Don Scarbrough 
Thomas George 
 
 

Jim Pakkala 



Review of New Chapter 
18 Membrane 
Enclosures- 
Look at issue of partial 
enclosures and provide 
overall review of 
requirements.   

John McKnight Jim Parks 
Barry Thomas 
Guy Jones 
Lowell Miles 
John Jurasic 

 
James Doctorman-
Chair 409 
 
Ken Norris 

Review of Powder 
Coating Duct Protection 

   

 



Assignments: 

Bob Feldkamp to generate TIA for 30 mg/m3 (currently 15 mg/m3) in NFPA 33 C.2.1. 

All task group leaders or a task group member will submit public input with substantiations prior to 

document input closing date early January 2016.    

Steve Jensen & Mark Roeber to review and submit public input for revised language to accompany 

Figure 34.6.4 (C). 

Shane Adams to submit public input for rewording of exceptions in Chapter 6 of NFPA 33.  Nancy Pearce 

will assist with format questions. 

Mark Roeber to submit public input for rewording of exceptions in Chapter 5 of NFPA 34.  Nancy Pearce 

will assist with format questions. 

Geoff Raifsnider to submit public input to clarify supply container in Chapter 6. 

Geoff Raifsnider to work with Nancy Pearce to review and correct format issues with Figures in NFPA 34 

and NFPA 33. 

Tom George to submit public input for 4.3 with regard to clarifying the definition of basements. 

Dean Doherty and Geoff Raifsnider to submit flow chart and/or language as public input clarifying the 

layered requirements for fire protection. 

Don Scarbrough to submit public input on listed electrostatic application equipment. 

Jim Sute and Dean Doherty to review sparking issues with bell washers using acetone.  Possible 

submission of public input to Chapter 10.7 Cleaning Operations. 

John LeBlanc to prepare applications for Research Foundation Projects (Sprinklers in duct & Classified 

Areas for Combustible Liquids). 

John LeBlanc to meet with interested parties with regards to pressurized adhesive delivery systems.  

Possible submission of Committee Input to seek input from industry. 

Nancy Pearce will contact NFPA 409 staff to determine if any committee members wish to join the 

membrane enclosures task group. 

Nancy Pearce will contact NFPA 13 staff to ask for volunteers to work with the Duct protection task 

group once that task group completes some preliminary work.    
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